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Scheidemann, in a speech lacking his usual fire, decried
the treaty as not being a peace of understanding and
therefore incompatible with the Peace Resolution of July
1917,1 to which Grober, the Democrat leader, replied
that it was not a question of whether it was or was not a
peace of understanding, but whether a peace treaty could
have been obtained in any other way. This question he
himself answered in the negative, adding somewhat in-
consequently, " We have every reason to ask in all humility
where we should have been without the merciful help of
God ". At which the deputies of the Centre gave " lively
applause ",2

The real opposition to the treaty was voiced by the
Social Democrat, David, and the Independent Socialist
leader, Haase, who spared no one in their attacks. " My
party has only one feeling, that of shame that a peace of
the sword should have been ruthlessly forced upon our
eastern neighbours ", cried Haase. " Things in the East
have been arranged in accordance with the mad wishes of
the annexationist politicians."3 " At Brest-Litovsk not
only the Bolsheviks but also our own diplomatists have
given in to the representatives of armed force ", corro-
borated David.4 Together they laid bare, amidst the
enraged interruptions of the Right and the nervous em-
barrassment of the official Social Democrat Fraktion, the
pusillanimity and hypocrisy of the governmental policy
during the negotiations. Together they flayed the jingo
policies of the High Command and the Vaterlandspartei,
and in conclusion David struck at the sacred caste of

that on April 9, at the opening of the Estonian Diet, the German Com-
manding General, Freiherr von Seckendorfi, announced that " German
troops will not leave Estonia; they will stay here for permanent protec-
tion " (Texts of the Russian " Peace ", p. 225).

1  Verhandlungen des Reichstags, March 22, 1918, p. 4536.

2  Ibid. March 22, 1918, pp. 4636-4:639.

3  Ibid. March 22, 1918, pp. 4540-4544.

4  Ibid. March 18,1918, pp. 4431-4440.